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Jazz is a music genre that originated African-American society of United States in the 19th centuries and traced its roots from blues and ragtime. Jazz has characteristics of swing, blue notes call and improvisation. Jazz music traces its roots from the Afro-American music such as a spiritual song, work songs, dances, and other forms. Jazz is considered very important in American- African culture. Though jazz music has its roots in Africa, it has many European characteristics such as internal structure and harmony. 
According to the inventors of jazz, its primary reason was not to entertain but to make listeners face their challenges and confront their hidden truths (Reyes 2005). Louis Armstrong was one of the most successful jazz artists who was an African-American. He had a band Louis Armstrong all-stars band which he performed with. In the early 20th century diversity in America was a critical issue and ethnicity and racism was rife. Armstrong was often condemned for performing to a segregated audience. He, however, defended himself saying he valued his audience and they were the priority. He was accused of not fighting for civil rights to protect black people from racism.
In 1957 Armstrong rose to the occasion when the "little rock" incident when nine African American were racially segregated. This prompted Armstrong to write a letter to president Eisenhower lamenting treatment of the black people. He also canceled a scheduled a tour to the soviet union which was sponsored by the government. Armstrong also refused to perform in his hometown before the civil rights act was passed. Armstrong was able to stand with his people using his music career to advocate for enacting of the civil rights act. The blacks had invented jazz music were denied the opportunity to make a financial success out of it. The whites would perform in clubs and replicate what the blacks did denying them the opportunity to showcase their talent. 
However, there were laws introduced in Newyork city in 1926 known as the cabaret laws which restrained musical entertainment, singing, dancing and other forms of amusements. The clubs and hotel were required to obtain a cabaret license to open. The cabaret laws were discriminatory to the artist as they were required to be interviewed and acquire a license to perform in New York City. The laws kept jazz out of many towns and some instruments such as drums and saxophone. This made the bands to reduce its membership killing the jazz culture (Weisbard 2014). 
Jazz was the music of the African-American people which reflected their harsh slum lives and heavy industry. The artist noted the cabaret laws as discriminating and degrading. The artist formed a union to petition the laws and hired a lawyer on their behalf. The artist struggled against the cabaret laws at no avail and this continued for 25 years.  The law was later lifted for both the club and musicians and they were overjoyed. (Monson 2007). Musicians were able to make a living as they showcased the art throughout Europe. Jazz music appealed to both the white and the blacks, and it provides a culture where individuals were inseparable. 
Moreover, during the time that Jazz was developing there was diversity which led to racism and jazz artist mostly spoke about civil rights. The likes of Louis Armstrong recorded a popular song for fighting for the colored rights. The lyrics included what I did to be black. Armstrong became a cultural ambassador for the United States and performed jazz music all over the world. Billie Holiday another jazz artist did a song that was inspired by the burning of two black kids. The song became an anthem to early civil rights movement causing emotions. 
Benny Goodman was first to hire a black musician to be part of his band; this was a milestone towards cultural diversity. The action of the jazz musician enabled the push to racial integration. Goodman used his celebrity status to show appreciation for black music. In the early 20th century many bands that were famous consisted of white musicians. Duke Ellington was controversial in fighting for civil rights and choose to remain silent rather than be outspoken. Considering he was a black man like him with an influential career in music should be more vocal. Ellington music fueled black people pride and told the history of the black people through music. Max Roch who was a pioneer of bebop drumming in jazz produced vocal songs such as "We Insist Freedom." He was very active in the civil rights movement and mounted protests and violence.
Charles Mingus who had a characteristic of being angry at his band members showed his anger when little nine incidents happened. He penned down a critical song against the racist school. John Coltrane also a jazz artist who was thought to be very spiritual played benefit concerts after four young girls were killed in Alabama during a Sunday service. The benefit concerts were in support martin Dr. King and the civil rights movements. He produced many songs in support of the civil rights course. The jazz artist was very significant in fighting for civil rights and equal society. They developed international ideas into music that helped transform the society. 
The white jazz artist reaped from the industry and progressed economically while the black did not reap equal benefits. The industry had discrimination and exploitation against blacks. The jazz music industry furthered their course to victimize the blacks. The jazz music had a social stigma associated with the music. Jazz was considered a black folk a belief held by the whites that the traditional African music was not art but was artistically worthless. Jazz was considered as backward which made the black artist to be ashamed of their culture. This made jazz create a negative social condition and racial discrimination. Though jazz music was invented by the Africans the much dispute has caused a lot of controversies. Jazz should be more appreciated and recognized for the role it played to fight for civil rights and equality
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